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Site Evaluation – How we will evaluate sites (England)

A Public consultation related to the search for a suitable site for a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF)

Response Form
When complete, please email to siteevaluation@nda.gov.uk or send by post to: Site Evaluation Team, Radioactive Waste Management, Building 587, Curie Avenue, Harwell Campus, Didcot OX11 0RH.

Part 1 – Information about you

	Name
	Peter Haslam

	Address
	Nuclear Industry Association

Tower House

10 Southampton Street

London



	Postcode
	WC2E 7HA


	Email address
	Peter.Haslam@niauk.org

	Company Name or Organisation (if applicable) 
	Nuclear Industry Association

	If you are responding on behalf of an organisation or interest group how many members do you have and how did you obtain the views of your members:

I am Head of Policy at the NIA. The NIA is the trade association and representative body for the civil nuclear industry in the UK. It represents around 260 companies operating across all aspects of the nuclear fuel cycle, including the current and prospective operators of nuclear power stations, the international designers and vendors of nuclear power stations, and those engaged in decommissioning, waste management and nuclear liabilities management. 



	When the consultation ends, we will publish a summary of the key points raised. Members of the public may also ask for a copy of responses under the freedom of information legislation (primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Data Protection Act 2018, the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). If you do not want your response, including your name, contact details and any other personal information to be publicly available, please say so clearly in writing when you send your response to the consultation. Please note, if your computer automatically includes a confidentiality disclaimer that will not count as a confidentiality request. 


Part 2 – Your Comments
	Question 1:
Are there any other sources of high level Requirements other than Siting Process, National Policy Statement and Legal Requirements identified that you think should be reflected in the Site Evaluation and why?



	We agree that the site evaluations should respond to the Siting Process Requirements, the National Policy Statement Requirements, and the Legal Requirements set out in the consultation. We do not believe there are any other sources of high level requirements.


	Question 2:
Do you agree with the Siting Factors we have identified? Are there any other Siting Factors that should be included and why?



	We agree that a consistent and transparent approach to the evaluation of potential areas and sites will help secure confidence in the process and are supportive of the six siting factors identified. We believe however that security – currently a sub-factor under Engineering Feasibility – could be raised to a factor in its own right.
We note there could be some overlap between the factors, for example the environmental impacts could also include health (safety) impacts. To ensure the assessment is properly balanced it will be important these interactions are properly understood and accounted for. 
Similarly, if cost is to be a siting factor, it will be important to ensure there is no double accounting. Some of the other factors, for example the Engineering Feasibility and Transport factors could have their own cost implications.


	Question 3:
Do you agree with the Evaluation Considerations we have identified? Are there any other Evaluation Considerations that should be included and why?


	We support the evaluation considerations identified in the consultation. 
We note however that some siting factors have more evaluation considerations than others, and that weighting might be required if a qualitative assessment is being used. 


	Question 4:
Is there anything else that you think we should consider in our site evaluations and why?



	With a view to maintaining public confidence in the site evaluation process it would be helpful if detail could be provided on how the Siting Factors and Evaluation Considerations will be used to reach conclusions.  



